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O eee WHERE IS THY/STING 2 0 GRAVE! 
WHERE IS THY VICTORY, T THE-STING/OF. 
DEATH IS SIN, AND THE'STRENGTH/OF. SIN,, 

- 15 THE LAW; BUT. THANKS BE TO GOD, 


WHICH GIVETH US THE VICTORY, THROUGH 
ous LORD JESUS CHRIST, , +, 


A, | 180 1 


Tr s 8 Diſpoſer of all events; has k 
lately deprived us of a worthy. member and an 
amiable young Siſter, by the relentleſs hand of 
death; I ſhall, at the requeſt of her honoured 
relatives... attempt an improvement of the 
ſtriking words I have now read, for our ſpiri= | 
tual edification and mutual comfort. And O, 
that a divine bleſſing may attend our medita- 
tions, on ſo important a, part of ſacred writ! 
| That while we remember the death of our 
 much-eſteemed friend, we may not forget our 
own: and while we reflect on that ſweet ſere- 
nity and lively hope, with which ſhe met her, 
laſt enemy; it may be our ſteady concern and 
unſpeakable happineſs, to enjoy the ſame hea- 
veuly conſolation, and be ready. for the ſame 
ſolemn event. 
IN this chapter the infallible author largely 


treats. concerning that capital article of the _ 


chriſtian / creed, the reſurrection of the dead. 

Having proved, by irrefragable arguments, 

that 55 Jelus, the great head of the church, 
A2 | arole | 
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aroſe and left the tomb, ſo all the ſaints, all 


the members of his myſtical body, ſhall riſe at 


the laſt day; having ſhown, that as the Lord 


\. Redeemer overcame death, and the grave, and 


every enemy, ſo all his followers ſhall be final» 
ly victorious and everlaſtingly happy; he breaks 
out in the language of triumph. Having the 
once formidable enemies full in his view, or ra- 
ther under his feet, he loudly exclaims; O 
death ! where is thy ſling? O grave! where is 
thy victory? The fling of death is fin, and the 


ftrength of fin is the law; but thanks be to God, 
which grveth us the victory, through our Lord 


Feſus Chriſt !-—In handling theſe remarkable 
words, on the preſent occaſion, I ſhall take 
notice, of the various powerful enemies and ma- 
lignant evils, here mentioned, from which the 

real chriſtian is, or ſhall be, completely delivere 
ed—the way in which he obtains the deliver- 
ance—his 1r:iumph over. his vanquiſhed foes— 


nd his graiitud to God for the wouderful fa- | 
your, —And, 


| FIRST, The various powerſul enemies and 


malignant evils, here mentioned, from which 


the real chriſtian is, or ſhall be, completely de- 


livered, come under our confideration. The 
awful evils and the deſtructive enemies, which 


are here more expreſsly mentioned, are, death 
and the grave; but with them, /in and the /aw - 


are cloſely connected. That death is a formi- 


dable foe, the general conſent of mankind, the 
common feelings of humanity, in the proſ- 


peQt of it, and the voice of divine revelation, 
Joudly declare. By death, the union between 
EE IE - e 
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foul and body is entirely diſſolved, and the. 
earthly tabernacle is brought down to the duſt. 
Death reigns®, ſays the oracle of heaven. He 
reigns as a king, and enſlaves as a tyrant. His 
empire is ancient, and his dominions are large. 
So ancient his empire, as to be almoſt coeval 
with human exiſtence : fo large his dominions, 
as to extend to all the poſterity of Adam, twa 
individuals excepted T. All the paſt genera» - 
tions of men have bowed to his ſceptre, and all 
that now ſurvive muſt ſoon feel the weight of 
his hand. i A 
Bur whence has death his terrific appearance, 
and from what is his power derived? Our text 
informs us; for he is deſcribed as armed with 
a ſing. He is compared to the venomous hor- 
net, or the more banieful ſcorpion; which 
wound, emit their poiſon, and give the keeneſt 
ſenſations of pain, by their ſtings. It is from 
hence theſe creatures become, either hurtful or 
terrible. Nor does the apoſtle leave his zeader 
to a doubtful conjecture, what the ſting af 
death ſhould be; for he immediately and ex- 
preſsly tells us, that it is in. To the truth of 
this the conſciences of men bear witneſs. Death 
owes his exiſtence to fin, On fin his empire is 
founded, and by it he maintains his dominion 
over mankind. To this the word of revelation. 
agrees: Sin entered into the World, and death by 
fin. It is fin that arrays death with all his ter- 
rors. By fin only, he ſtings the conſcience 
and wounds the heart. Had we not been 


„Rem. v.14 , 1 Enochand Elb. 
A 3 tranſgreſſors; 


\ 


6 uE 3 rü. 


tranſgrefſors; ; were our hearts perfectly 

in the fight of God, and our whole conduct un- 
blemiſhed in the eye of his law, we ſhould 
have no feaſon to fear the haggard monarch: 
we ſhould then be free from his dominion, and 
beyond the reach of his power. — But, having 
rebelled againſt our Eternal Sovereign, and 
tranſgreſſed his righteous precepts; having 


ſubjected ourſelves to the moſt dreadful forfei- 


ture, and being expoſed to everlaſting ruin; we 


' ſhudder at his appearance, and ſtand aghaſt at 


his approach. Sin makes death a curſe, and 
renders” us obnoxious to future pains. Death, 


therefore, when poſſeſſed of his ſting, is no 


other than the miniſter» of Divine: Juſtice, to 
lay the delinquent onder an arreſt, and to drag 
him to priſon and judgment. Hence it is, that 
mighty monarchs tremble on their thrones, in 


the preſence of this king of terrors; and the 


N hardy, if conſcience be not ſeared as with 


an hot iron, cannot forbear emotions of flaviſh 


fear, when he approaches. This we know; 


this we feel. Sm, therefore, is a dreadful evil, 


as it ſubjects us to death, and arms the tyrant 
with all his terrors 


As in is the ſting of death, ſo the 13 is the 


ſtrength of ſin: as death received his being and 
'all his authority from fin, ſo fin derives its co 
demning power from the law. The law which 
is here intended, is that which the apoſtle de- 


wm” Hgns, when he ſays; ; The law entered, that the 


* offence might abound By the law is the know- 
ledge of fir 1 had not Fine in, but by the lan. 
This, it is evident, is the moral law; and oils 
Rom. v. 20. ili. 20. vile 7. a 
2 law 


N 
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. is the Arength fin. How ? Not becauſe 


it requires it, or inclines to the practice of it ; 


no, it ig 2 and juſt, and good. Its precepts 


are pure, its ſanction is equitable, and its whole 


deſign is good. It is every way worthy of the 


Great Legiflator, and was perfectly ſuited to 


the nature of man, while in his original ſtate 
of rectitude: for it is a tranſeript of the Divine 
holineſs, and a pattern of moral excellence. 


How comes it, then, to give ſtrength: to in, to 


that which is our greateſt enemy? The anſwer 
is eaſy: It is the formula of that covenant which 
was made with our firſt father; which covenant 
he brake, and, by one offence, involved all his 


poſterity in. guilt and ruin. In the eye of this 


law, we are all tranſgreſſors, and all ſtand con- 
emned. As a broken covenant, therefore, as a 
wolated law, it is called the Frength in: and 
ſoit is denominated, becauſe it expoſes the evil 
of fin. By the law we learn, that fin is an in- 
finite evil; as it ſhows us, that every tranſgreſ- 
ſion is an abſolute contrariety to God's holineſs, 
and a bold oppoſition to his revealed will that 
it involves in it an impious rejection of Ix- 
HoVAn's authority, and brings the greateſt diſ- 


order into the rational creation. But the la rr 


does not merely declare the intrinſie evil of ſin: 
for it cites the offender let the careleſs ſinner 
hear and tremble !—it cites the offender to 
anſwer for his conduct at the bar of God, It 


fixes a charge of guilt on the conſcience, and 


fills the ſoul with a ſenſe of deſerved wrath. 


80 Fu are Kt peep that it requires a per- 
A657 © "feet 
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fe@ obedience; fo awful its ſanction, that it 
cou dens, without mercy, for the leaſt defect. 
It inſiſts upon ablolute rectitude, both of heart 
and life, and denounces fiery 23 RR the 
' Taft deviation. Such are its high 
and ſuch the tremendous: 3 with ict 
they are guarded *. In theſe reſpects and thus 
_ conſidered, the law is the firength of Ain. 
Bor we have another enemy mentioned, and 
that is the grave. The grave is one of thoſe 
things that are never ſatisfied. Her language 
is that of the horſe-leech's daughters, Grve, * 
She devours thouſands at a meal, yet never ſays, 
It is enough.“ Death with his javelin in his 
hand, ſtalks along our ſtreets; and, commiſ- 
- fioned from above, levels the mortal blow, and 
the deſtined victim falls, a priſoner to the grave 
and a prey to the vileſt inſects. Or, more agree - 
aby to the apoſtle's metaphor, death, like the 
inſidious viper, faſtens his invenomed tooth 
in our vitals; like the malignant ſcorpion, pe- 
. Netrates the heart with his impoiſoned ſting; 
and we ſicken, we faint, we die - the grave re- 
ceives us into her cloſe confinement, and 
upon us the utmoſt contempt. She loads be 
| Priſoners with the deepeſt diſgrace, and glories 


in it. The human frame, though once beau- 


. tiful to admiration, is, when under her power, 
quite the reverſe. The fparkling eye, and the 


| blooming cheek; the comely countenanee and 


the elegant form, are loſt in darkneſs and laid 
in ruins; are covered with putrofation, and 


Rom. iii, 19, 20. iv. 15. vi. 23. Gal. iii. 10. 


* . 


| 1 
food for worms. What a mortifying reflection 


this, to the haughty fair one! to all who value 
themſelves on their external beauty ! Nor let 
the maſculine, or the moſt robuſt, imagine 
themſelves exempted from the depredatious and 
diſhonours of the grave. For her power is 
equally extenſive with the empire of death, 
and of the ſame continuance.— How great is 
thy authority, O grave! and to what. ſordid, 
| humiliating purpoſes doſt thou improve it! 
Millions of our s haſt thou taken captive, 
-. Whoare yet detained in thy gloomy manſions; 
and millions more muſt ſhortly] people thy do- 

minions and extend thy conqueſts. ; But though 
thy victories are multiphed,. they ſhall not be 


perpetual; though thy power is great, it ſhall 
come to an end. 


a4 7. 


FHxRx let us pauſe a moment, andindulge re» 
. flection. What a dreadful evil is fin ! It has 


introduced diſorder ; into our world, and de- 


ſtruction upon our ſpecies. It has brought the 
higheſt diſhonour upon God, and the moſt. aw - 


85 fol ruin upon man. God is diſhonoured in his 
. character and government, and man is ruined 


both in body and ſoul. It diſtreſſes the ſoul 
with the keeneſt anguiſh, and diſgraces the 
body to the laſt degree. It expoſes, that, 
to endleſs torment; hs to everlaſting infamy : 

the one to worms and rottenneſs, and 2 to 
fire and brimſtone. How miſerable, then, is 
man! Miſerable indeed, miſerable beyond con- 
ception, if left in the hands of his enemies. 
Sin and the /aw, death and the grave, unite | 
their various powers to make us completely 
wretched; and wretched we mult have "ay 


o ur CHRISTIAN TRIUMPH. 


had not grace provided, and the goſpel revealed, 
relief. Yes, my fellow-ſinners, if ſovereign 
mercy had not interpoſed on our behalf, de- 
55 ſpair had been rational, and damnation certain. 
Bur. bleſſed be God! grace, divine grace has 
peared: it ſhines in the goſpel and reigns 
3 Feſus Cbriſi u. It has made proviſion 
for the guilty and deſtitute for all, whoever 
they be, that are willing to owe their ſalvation 
to its power and agency. The admirable and 
animating words, which are now under oonſi- 
detation, inform us; that there is a deliverance, 
to be expecied by the miſerable ſinner; to be 
enjoyed, by the real ſaint a glorious deliver- 
ance, from fin and the law, from death and the 
grave. Victory over theſe enemies; deliver- 
ance from theſe evils; delightful truth! tranſ- 
porting thought Bu this e me to ian. | 
| ; N ſider, J F 


_— SECONDLY, Ti — way. in br this WING 
ance is obtained. This is expreſſed in the fol- 
lowing words: God giveth. us the victory 
- through our Lord Jeſus Chrift. The great de- 
liverance here celebrated, the glorious victory 
here ſung, is aſcribed to Gop. It was planned 
in the Divine Mind, and is the produce of Di- 
vine Mercy. Infinite wiſdom concerted the 
1 ſcheme, and boundleſs goodneſs: provided the 
means. Deſtruction is of ourſelves; but out 
help is in the Lord . But though it was the 
eternal purpoſe of God, to deliver his people 
out of the hands of their enemies, yet he would 
' wo. it * abſolute Fe or Ne 
aN 25 kon. v. ka. £6: fl. 9. E074 
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ſovereign act; but in a way becoming bis cha- 
racter, as a righteous governor—in ſuch aways 
as ſhould manifeſt the 5 Cd, as well as the 
compaſſionate Saviour *. For this purpoſe a 
mediator was choſen, in the counſels of heaven, 
as the graud medium of divine operation in the 
wonderful work. This mediator is the Son of 
the Bleſſed, tbe Lord Meſſiah. By him the 
victory is gained: God giveth us the: waary, 
N Loxd JEsus CHRIST. 
By Him we obtain victory over Ain. This 
Was the firſt of evils, and is the ſource of alkour 
mifery;; but Jeſus delivers us from it, and that 
in different views. He delivers from it, asithe 
fing of death, or as to its guilt”; for it is the guilt 
of tin, or that reſpect which it has to puniſh- 
ment, which pains the conſeience and renders 
death b From this he delivers, by his 
own death on the croſs, and by an application 
of atoning blood to the conſcience... When the 
bleſſed Jeſus offered bis life and poured his 
blood, he fell a victim to divine juſtice, in the 
ſtead of his people. Then was he made. fin, 
and then he ſuffered for it. As their glorious 
Subſtitute, be bore the vengeance due to their 
crimes, and made expiation for them. The 
atonement he made, being a full ſatisfaction to 
eternal juſtice, God was well-pleaſed with it: 
and this he declared, to all the world, by raiſing 
him up from the dead. Thus we are reconciled 
to our offended Seven en, by the death of, his 
Son F: and when, in hs language of inſpiration, 
we receive the reconciliation I; or, in other words, 


N Ifa, xlv. 21. + Rom. v. 10. 7 Rom. v. A Kitzrarnayiy. 
| when 
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hen we believe the report concerning it, and 
have the blood of Chrift ſprinkled on our hearts, 
dy the Holy Spirit; then the conſcience is 
purged from guilt, death is diſarmed of his 
Ming, and we are delivered from laviſh fear *. 
This, without all diſpute, is a capital part * 
that victory which is obtained by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and granted to the people of God, 
As the great Immanuel redeems from the 
| — of ſin, ſo he delivers from its dominiom; 
though the f/f of theſe be particularly intend- 
_— *y Oh text. Sin reigut in the unregenerate 
It exerciſes a kind of ſovereign power, 
both ; in his conſcience and over his affections. 
By its gurl}, it enflaves and galls the conſcience; 
dy its power, it ſways and rules the affections. | 
The former is tormented by it, as the ting 4 
death; the latter are delighted with it, 
agreeable to their vicious tendency. —But wh 
the great Deliverer affords relief to a wounded 
Confcience, by the application of his own blood; 
he purifies the affections, by the agency of his 
divine Spirit. By that he e from the 
» Burden, by this from the love, of fin. He re- 
veals, to the convert, the glory of God, and 
Meds abroad his love in the heart. He gives a 
new bias to the ſtubborn will, and elevates his 
affections to heavenly things. He works in him 
an habitual defire after conformity to his own 
Holy image, in mind and manners, in temper 
and conduct; and teaches him to mourn over 
dis many imperfections. The depravity of 
nature fill remains and till oppoſes, but it does 


1 Pet. i. 2. Heb. ix, 4, & K. 19, 22. 
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not reig#; it is conſidered; as an enemy, and 
treated as a rebel, to the dominion of Grace *. 
Non is the believer without a joyful expec- 
tation, of having deliverance from the being of 
fin, When his immortal foul ſhall take her 
flight into the upper manſions, then ſhall ſhe 
be numbered among the ſpirits of the juſt mad 
perfect: which expreſſion, Whatever glorious 
things beſides may be intended by it, muſt im- 
ply, a freedom from innate depravity; a perfect 
freedom from every corrupt habit and unholy 
inclination. In the article of death, or imme - 
diately upon it, the ſoul is completely ſancti- 
fied. This truth, I humbly conceive, may 
receive illuſtration from what is recorded in this 
| chapter , concerning the change that ſhall paſs 
on the bodies of the ſaints, who ſhall be found 
alive, at the ſecond, coming of Chriſt. This 
wonderful change, We are informed, ſhall 
be wrought in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye; by which they ſhall. be. perfectly 
freed from every corrupt. and ſordid quality, 
which attended them in a mortal. ſtate, and 
Was natural to them, Now, as ſuch, an 
alteration will be abſolutely neceſſary, in or- 
der to fit them for the celeſtial world; ſo, the 
ſouls of believers, by the ſame almighty agen 
CY, and in the like inſtantaneous manner, are 
entirely delivered, at death, from all that is de- 
praved and ſinful. Then the ſaint is for ever 
freed, from what the ſcripture calls, The plague 
of the heart I; which alſo may be truly de- 
nominated, the plague of his life, ſo long as he 
* Rom vi. 14. vii. 21, 23, 24 + Verſes 51, 52. 
5 t 1 Kings viii. 38. 5 
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continued in a militant ſtate. 9A bleſſing this; 
which is not enjoyed by the «chriſtian, in the 
preſent life; but he has it in hope, and exults 
in the proſpectCof i it. When ſeſus ſhall raiſe 
the dead, and reauimate the fleeping duſt of 
the Hints; then ſhall their whole perſons be 
eternally free from ſin and all its effects, in 
every view: then their ner it will be 
* complete. 4 
As the great Mediator delivers Fs 40 
which is the ſting of death; ſo he redeems 
from the /aw, Whiebd- fate ſttength of ſin. 
When the law is conſidered under the charac- 
ter which it here bears, it is very apparent, that 
if we be not delivered from it, we muſt periſh 
for ever. For, as violated by us, it unſheaths 
the ſword of vengeance, and inſiſts upon ſatis- 
faction; it bars up the way to life, and lays us 
under a curſe, Hence it is that Paul, when 
Aàddreſſing believers, ſays; Te are DELIVERED 
from the: lan * his deliverance is wrought 
Jeſus Chriſt. He was made of a woman, 
made under the law, that he might perform the 
commands which we have tranſgreſſed, and 
ſuſtain the curſe which we have Weutred. Ves, 
our glorious Sponlor perfectly obeyed the pre- 
cepts, in their utmoſt extent; and ſuffered the 
penalty, in its moſt awful latitude. Agreeable 
to thoſe words; He knew no ſin— By the obedi- 
ence of One, ſball many be made righteous—Chriſt 
Bath redeemed us from the curſe of the law. 
How.?'By ſetting aſide its authority, or vacat- 
ing i its s faction ? No; es by my MADE A 


2 Rom. vii. x | | 
CURSE 
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cunsE For vs *. Aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion 

this, in the Lord Meſſiah! amazing compaſſion 
to our finful foals I The method of grace i 
truly wonderful, and in it the glories of the 
Godhead ſhine. Here, mercy and juſtice unite 
their claims: both are manifeſted, and both 
exalted. lu the penalty ſuſtained by the Sure- 
ty, fin is treated as an infinite evil, while the 
criminal is releaſed from condemnation. Jub 
tice aſſerts her honours, and mercy diſpenſes 


ber pardons. The wrath of God is revealed, 


and ſovereign grace exalted. Sin meets with 
condign puniſhment, and the law with its highs |. 
eſt honour, © The ſinner is:ſaved from deſerved 
deſtruction, and God is glorified 1 in mak ing him 
completely happy Such is the chriſtian's de- 
liverance from the law, as the firength of: jim, 
and in it he greatly rejoices: but, though re- 
deemed from its condemning power, he cordially 
eſteems and highly reveres oy as the py ? 
able rule of his condudt. | 
Ix, then, the chriſtian be Jolipared Fra flow 

as the fling of death, and from the law, as the 
fRtrength of fin; it is no wonder, that the apoſ- 
tle ſhould tpeak of a victory over deatib. For 
from fin he derived his being, and from the law 
his authority over mankind. - Death, however, 
is the laſt enemy that ſhall be conquered Þ+3 
but his deſtruction is firmly decreed. The 
word is gotie out of Jehovah's, mouth, and 
ſhall not return; I vill redeem them from deaths . 
O death! I will be thy plagues, —Of this 
9 2 Cor. v. 21. Rom: v. 19. Gal. in. 13. + I Cor. xv. 26. 


i 2 Hoſea xili. 1 55 3 
4 glorious 
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Yrious truth we have a divine evidence, in 
the reſurrection of Jeſus. | That grand fat, 
which is the baſis of our faith and hope in a 
dying Redeemer, is an inconteſtible proof and 
an infallible earneſt, that though death has long 

reigned over all that was mortal of the ſaints; 
yet ſoon, very ſoon, his dominions ſhall be in- 
> wvaded, his power ſhall be taken from him, and 
his very name, as to them, become extin&; 
for, concerning the redeemed and their final 
Nate, it is aſſerted in the Book of God, that 
| "there ſhall be no more death*. He that was dead, 
and is alive, and troes for euer more, ſhall perform 
this glorious work; for He muff reign,” till be 
hath put all enemies under his fert; and then ſhall. 
that ſaying be fulfilled, Death is fiwallowed up 
ay. 55 | 
Ir, then, death ſhall die, the grave, certainly, 
cannot ſurvive. For what is the grave, but a 
repoſitory for the victims of death? Death pro- 
vides for the grave, and peoples her dark do- 
mains. Death crowds her gloomy cells, and 
feeds her with human prey : they muſt both, 
therefore, ſtand or fall together. The grave, 
it is true, has long triumphed in the diſgrace of 
humanity, and vaunted it over the ſaints them- 
ſelves. But that Sublime Being who rules 
over all has declared, with great ſolemnity; I 
will ranſom them from the power of the grave 

O grave! I will be thy deflruftiont. Yes, my 

brethren, the hour is coming, when the glo- 

riked Immanuel ſhall deſcend from heaven, 


Rev. xxi. 4. + Hoſea xiii. 14. 75 
5 | 5 wi 
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with the ſhout of tbe arc hangel and the trump. of 
God. Then deſtruction ſhall hear his voice, 
and the devouring grave refund her ſpoils. He 
who left the tomb, as the firſt: fruits f tbem 
that ſleep, ſhall burſt her bars, however 
ſtrong, and empty her dreary manſions, bow 
ever populons. - The exertion. of his divine 
power ſhall reach to all the dead; for 4 0 
are in the graves ſhall. hear Bis voice: but it ſhall. 
appear ſupremely glorious, in the reſurtection 
of the ji. For they ſhall be raiſed in his own 
image; in the — likeneſs of their glorified 
Head. In a moment, they awake from the 
ſleep of ages: the diſhonours of the noiſome 
priſon are all wiped away; and, exulting with 
Joy, they ſpring forth to meet their Lord, to be- 

old his glory and enjoy him for ever. Such 
the victory over the grave ſhall be; and ſuch 
is the chtiſtian's hope. 

Ir is very obſervable, chat Paul ſpeaks of this 
victory in the pręſent time: God GIVETH us the. 
viclory: though it be manifeſt, that its actual 

accompliſhment, as to two of its main branch- 
es, is yet future. So. far, indeed, as it re- 
gards the law, which is the ſtrength of ſin, and 
in, as the ſting of death, it is now enjoyed by 
the real chriſtian, and he glories i in it; for there 
is no condemnation, to them that are in Chrift Jeſus. 
But as to death and the grave, the believer is 
ſtill expoſed to their power; for he has not yet 
attained to the reſurrection of the dead. There 
is, however, an evident propriety in the mode 
of expreſſion, even as applied to theſe enemies. 


W 1 e 
B For 


18 


Which aſcertains the perfect accompliſhment of 
it. This promiſe being receiued by faith, . 
faith being the ſubſtance 'of things boped for, it 


4 
* 
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For the God of all grace now-gives the chriſtiana 


victory over them; and, in ſome ſenſe, he vow 


enjoys it. How? In the zword o, promije.z 


hasa kindof preſent ſubſiſteuce in the believer's 


mind. In the reſurretiion of Teſus. For when 


he aroſe, he vanquiſhed death and the grave, 


and was more than conqueror over them. Tie 
he did, not for himſelf alone, not as a-privato 


perſon; but, as the head of his body the church, 


and of all her particular members as the. great 
repreſentative of all his people, and as be 
fruits of them that ſleep. In the reſurrection, 

therefore, of his heavenly Sponſor, the believer 
beholds a victory gained tor him; a _ 


grated to him, He conſiders himſelf as 

ſharer in all his Lord's, conqueſts; as if 
twith him, and, in him the exated Head, 
as already ſeated in heavenly plates u . But the 
word giveth, ſuggeſts. another idea; being 
ſtrongly expreſſive of divine grace. Gallun TI | 
us the victory. Glorious truth ! It is gruen of 


| God, not gained by man. Nog we. bave not 
the leaſt hand in obtaining it: the whole work 


is the Lord's. Not only fo, but we ave as far 


from deſerving, as we were From Pracuring it. 


The glorious conqueſt is ene, as matter of 


mere favour... 


To whom, then, is it end Who are de. 
Goned: by the pronoun, ag? The apoſtles? 
Yes; but not as apoſtles: rather, as 'guuty, 


| Lee eſs, miſerable ſinuers. In confirmation of 


* Eph: ii. 6. 


this, 


1 
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this, let Paul ſpeak for himſelf, and in the 
name of all his brethren. Ii is 4./aitb/ul ſar- 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that Jeſus 


hrt came iuto he world eto ſæve: to deliver, to 
obtain a complete victory For whom? Here, 


methinks, we ſhould be all attention, 
they whom he came to ſave, Whatever their 
character or ſtate may be, muſt have an un- 
doubted right to look for ſalvation by him. 


ſwer is, 8INQERS. - Encouraging word, to ſuch 
as long — Yet ſome poor ſoul, 
perhaps; may be ready to ſay, with an air of de- 
ſpondency: * True; yet I have reaſon to fear, 
For, moſt likely, 
* criminal conduct, and — leſs depraved affec- 
* tions. My heart, ' alas } is entirely corrupt, 
* and my. ſins are many and great; flaming as 
4 ſcarlet, and red like crimſon. They are at- 


* tended with peculiar aggravations, and are of 


an uncommon ſize.” Well, ſuppoſe they 


are, be not diſcouraged: and, to remove deſpand- 


ing fears, let us hear the apoſtle out; for he has 


dot yet finiſhed bis 8 only in- 


forins us that Chriſt came to ſave fenners 5, but 


he adds, f w I AM nr“; the firft in the 


claſs, and the 200 of the name. Chara 
text! It contains the very marrow of the g 
l. It is news to the vileſt of i. 


hoever, then, is convinced in his conſcience, 


that the humbling character, aſſumed by the 


apoſtle, is expreſſive of his 6:07: ſituation 46 the 


ae of God has the greateſt ee 


„1 Tim. 4. 15. 


B 2 without | 


, 


Becauſe * 


Whom; then, did he come to ſave? The an- 


they are ſinners of a leſs 
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without heſitation, to rely on the Saviour, and 
triumph in the victory gained by him.—Þ now 
proceed to conſider, a eee v1.2.4 
THIRDLY, The chriſtian's triumph over: his + 
1 vanquiſhed foes. His triumph is thus expreſſed: 
O death ! where is thy img ? O graue] where- 
is thy viclory? Here we behold the ſaint, with 
death full in his view, and looking into his 
ave; He ſees the: monſter approach, and feels 
is cold embrace. The grave lies 6pen before 
him, and he finds binaſelf ready to take up his 
lodging in it, —How is it with him, then, in 
the trying moment? Does he turn pale in his 
aſpect, or faulter in his ſpeech ? Does he trem- - 
ble with fear, or ſtart back with horror? No; 
he is bold as a lion, and firm as a rock. Like 
ſome victorious hero, with his foot in the neck 
of his enemies, he glories over them. He takes 
a leiſurely ſurvey of death, and his language 
breathes "defiance. With heart- felt joy he 
loudly exclaims; O DEATH, thou once for- 
„ midable name! I have often trembled at the 
«© ſhaking of thy iron rod, and ſtood aghaſt at 
thy diſtant appearance. Guilt pointed thy 
dart, and arrayed thee with ineffable terrors: 
but now it is otherwiſe. As an enemy, in- 
« deed, I ſtill behold thee; but as one whoſe 
«© armour is taken from him, or as one that is 
«juſt expiring. Thy haggard form J plainly 
," « diſcern ; but where, WHERE 18 THY STING? 
„ In vain thou now attempteſt to injure, or 
_« frighten me. Thy haughty menaces I now 
**:deſpiſe ; for, behold !- thy ſting is entirely and 
_ * eternally gone. Jeſus, the gloriots victor, 
| 8 « has 


* 11. 7 
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l has plucked it from thee: and though it 
«pierced his heart, and ſpilt his blood, he ex- 
& hauſted its poiſon ; ; Which has rendered thee 
s utterly incapable of hurting the feebleſt of all 
his followers. My body, I acknowledge, is 
liable to feel thy ſtroke, and muſt fall, for a 
<<; ſeaſon, into thy Rand But, having loſt thy 
„ ſting, thou art not able to touch my con- 
„ ſcience; for it is purged with atoning blood. 
Nor ſhall my earthly tabernacle lie long in 
« ruins. The time is near, yea, I view it as 
„ preſent, when this mortal ſhall be reſcued 
from thy dominion, and put on immortality. 
Then thy fatal javelin, which has drank t 
4 blood of monarchs, and made ſuch dreadful 
havock among all the children of men, ſhall 
© be utterly broken. O pzaTH! thy empire 
ﬆ« is fallin ng, thy kingdom is departing - from 
„ thee. Know, then, though I walk through 
„ thy gloomy vale, I will fear no evil; for 
«© Chriſt my ſhepherd, and God my father, 
are with me, to guide and guard and bring 
* me to glory. 
„% ND thou, O GRAVE! wine; hive Tita 
« fear from thee? Thy cells, it is true, are 
e noiſome, and thy lodgings are coarſe. Thou 


6 haſt taken vaſt numbers captive, treated them , - 


in the moſt inſulting manner, and ſtill de- 
“ taineſt them in cloſe confinement. Vet I 
„fear thee not. I look upon thee as a proud, 
but conquered foe. The Lord, from hea- 
„ven, having entered thy dark manfiori, burſt 
4 thy bars and roſe in triumph. But why, O 
„GRAVE! ny didſt thou not retain that il- 
7 3 „ luſtrious 
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« juſtrious Priſoner, when thou hadſt him uns 
, der thy power! Why ſufferedſt thou the 
* ctueified Jeſus to 0 thy hands, without 
4 further diſhonour? Didſt thou not know, 
e that thy all was at ſtake 3 that his reſurrec- 
« tion wot be thy deſtruction? When he 
„ aroſe, it was at « firſt-fruits of them that 


BY & ſleep as the victorious Head, and great 


. Ae reed of all his people. In Him 
they roſe, and paſt the gates of light.. More, 
te then, WHERE 19 THY. vicroR VT it is loſt ir- 
« Tecoverably ; loſt for ever. I enter, theres 
fore, thy. gloo ay regions, without a trem- 
& bling fear, to reſt my weaty head, after the 
Ge Hugues of life; in full 19 rang that I ſhalt 
s awake and riſe, in a little time, as from a re- 
s freſhing ſleep . Methinks I fee! methinks I 
% hear! What? HR Juen DEscaND!' THE 
„ TRUMEH $0uNnD! The great command is 
4 iſſued forth; Gtvꝝ ur THy&PorLs, OGRAVR! 
In a moment, the ſcattered duſt of the ſaints 
4 18 collected, formed ane w, and made like the 
| « glorious body of Chriſt, Yes, O Grave ! 
I fee them riſe, I ſhare their glory, and join 
their triumph. „Such is the import of the 
chriſtian's triumph, over death and the grave, 
when Chriſt appears in his excellence, and faith 
is in lively exerciſe. To ſee a believer thus de- 
part, is one of the: nobleſt 1 on this de | 
heaven. 
_ - THERE is, indecal a Fw? of death a Jhe 
grave, which is inſeparable. from our mortat 
ſtate; being no other, than the averfion of nature 
to en own diſſolution. This, conſidered in it- 


0 ſelf, 
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ſelf, is a ſinleſs infitmity; like wearineſs, or 
ſicknefs, or bodily pain *. It is, therefore, 
perfectly conſiſtent with the believer's triumph 
over them, as penal evils. Nor does the be- 
hever, in the height of his triumph, conſider 
death as a trifling thing, or glory over him with 
4 ſpirit of levity. No; he looks upon death as 
a very ſolemn and moſt important event. He 
rejoices over him, as a conquered enemy, but 
not with the joy of a fool. For he well re- 
members, that the conqueſt was gained by no- 
thing ſhort of Omnipotence ; through the 
agonies and blood, the death and reſurfection, 
of the Son of G34 —4 ſhall now very. briefly 
configer, 3 

FOURTH LY, The chriſtian * gratitude 
for the wonderful | favour. Upon every re- 
membrance of it, Thaiks be to God, is his lan- 
guage, Nor can it be otherwiſe, with ſuch 
as partake 1 in the victory and ſhare in the tri- 
umph. No; the greatneſs of the deliverance, | 
and the way in which it was gained; the fruits 
reſulting from it, and their abſolute unworthi- 
neſs of the leaſt favour; conſtrain them to give 
the whole glory of their honour and happineſs 
to God, by Jeſus Chriſt.— Their deliverance is 
great; great, beyond a parallel; glorious, be- 
yond conception. Reſcued, they are, from the 
mightieſt enemies, and the 8 awful deſtrue- 
tion, both of body and ſoul.— Nor are the ene- 
mies and miſery, from which they are deliver- 
ed, more awful, than the way of their deliver- 
ance is Wonderful. Who could have ever ima- | 


*Dr. Owzn on Hb. ii. 15. Vol. I. p. 266. - 
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gined, that, in order to ſave ſelf-ruined and 
ſelf-condemned criminals, the Son: or THE 


BESSER ſhould become incarnate ; ſhould give 


up himſelf, to the curſe» of the law and the 
ſtroke of juſtice, the death of the croſs and the 
wrath of God? Yet this — let finners hear 


and adore hit is the way in which the 


victory was gained !—Nor are the fruits of 
this deliverance unworthy of its glorious 


cauſe. For, in the preſent life, the believ- 
er enjoys, peace of conſcience and communi- 


ob 


= with God; an hope of glory, and a right to 


oſſeſs it. And O, what bleſſedneſs awaits him 
in a future world! In that land of viſion, he 
ſhall be entirely freed from every trouble, and 
elevated to the joys of angels: he ſhall behold 


the glory of his aſcended Lord, and for ever en- 


joy that bliſs which is included in the fruition 
of the infinite God. But how is the chriſtian 8 


admiration heightened and his gratitude in- 


flamed, When he reflects on his ou, unworthi- 
| neſs of the leaſt favour ! Fhen, loſt in admira- 


tion and filled with joy, he loudly cries, 


Tuaxks BE ro God! In this grateful acknow- 


ledgment, he expreſſes his very ſoul; and it is 


Bis ſupreme defire to glorify God, with all that 


he is, and with all that he has, while he enjoys 


| <ither breath or being. He begins the Waal 
a "Here, and will perpetuate! it to all eternity. | 


_- 


"Havens briefly colrfidered "R Grace heads 
1 F diſcourſe: at firſt propoſed; it- will now be 


1 that I mould ſay ſomething con- 


cernin 8 
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cerning the Deceaſed. Such of you, however, 
as ſtatedly attend on the worſhip of God in 
this place, need no information, that it is not 
my cuſtom, on theſe occaſions, to pronounce- 
panegyricks. But though, I deſpiſe the method 
of garniſhing the ſepulchres, or adorging the 
characters of the dead, with pompous adulation 
and fulſome flattery; yet I ma be permitted, 
nay, I think it my duty, to ſpeak in praiſe of 
that glorious grace, Which is the hope and the 
joy of believers, both living and dying even 
of that grace, by which our dear departed Friend 
was what ſhe Was, as a Chriſtian; and is, what 
I am perſuaded, ſhe! is, as a glorified ſaint. Ves, 
I may boldly ſpeak to the honour of, her Gop 
and her SAviovuR, and prejudice itſelf will not 
dare to fix the imputation of flattery upon me. 
IN reference, then, to our deceaſed Siſter, I 
would obſerve; That ſhe appeared to have a 
deep ſenſe of the corruption of her nature, aud 

of the awful evil of ſin. She told me, That 
when her conſcience was firſt awakened, ſhe 
had ſuch a view of her own ſinfulneſs, as made 
her ſuppoſe, that her ſtate was deſperate... But 
it pleaſed God to relieve her deſponding mind, 
in a little time after, under the miniſtry of the 
word in this place, on the ſubject of Peter's 
denial of his Lord, and the forgiveneſs he re- 
ceived. of that complicated and ſhocking crime. 

Nor did the conviction. of her own unworthi- 
neſs depart from her mind. In her late illneſs, 
and but a few days before her departure, ſhe 


ſtrongl7 


1 
10 
N 


eee '# $ke died of the Small-pox. 


LY 
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ſtrongly expreſſed it in my hearing- 01 My 
« ſoul,” faid ſhe, ** is more defiled by fin, than 
my poor body i is by this difeaſe®,”—Having 
fuch a view of her native impurity,” it is ne 


wonder; if ſhe had ahy peace in her conſcience, 


that it aroſe from divine grace, as it appears and 
ſhines in Jeſus Chriſt: and this wWas the caſe, . 
Peace ſhe had, peace ſhe enjoyed ; even hu 

peace whieh the world cannot give, ſhe riehly 
poſſeſſed, from the time tht the ene the grace 


od in truth. She frequently found herſelf 


arkably comfortable at the Lord's table: 
ſometimes to ſuch a degree, that her delicate 
and feeble frame was ready to fink under a 
tranſport of joy. She appeared, from the firſt 


© tack of the ! diſeaſe, by which ſhe was 
removed frorm us, to be very reſigned. Once, 


4e after ſaying repeatedly, Lord have mercy up- 
* ott me; the immediately corrected herſelf, in 
words to the following import: What ! ſhall 
6 ] be impatient 7” Nor was ſhe only reſigned, 
but cheerful, and joyful through hope. On the 


| Thurſday evening before ſhe died, I had the 


* to find her, all joy and thankfulneſs. 
e then greatly admired the condeſcenſion and 
dneſs of God, in hearing her prayers. I no 


© ſooner aſked, 5 ſaid ſhe, than he anſwered.” 
Wich aſtoniſhment ſhe expreſſed her views of 


*$ diſtinguiſhing grace to her ſoul. What 


am 1,” was her language, & that God ſhould . 
ag thus four me ! 1 have nothing t to aſſt of 


my * * * 


6 God: 


ks, l * 26 . 
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God: have nothing to do but praiſe. The 
night before her departure, the had but few attd 
ſhort intervals, in which ſhe was capable of ex-. 
erciſing the powers of teaſon. But before ſhe 
expired, ſhe ſaid; O, my dear Lord! O, 
my dear Lord!“ which were her laſt words; 
and quick ly after fell aſleep in the arms of that 
LorD, who was dear to her ſouuuu. 
Au now, my friends, What improvement 
ſhall we make of this encouraging narrative! 
Why, hence we may learn, That there is a 
ivine reality in the religion of Jeſus. Hence 
it appears, that the knowledge of Chriſt is true 
wiſdom; and the enjoyment of bim, fubſtan- 
tial happineſs. Let none of you, then, fuppoſe, 
that the goſpel is a mefe ſound, or chriftianity 
an empty name. The glorious reverſe appears, 
from the whole teriour of the infpired volume, 
and from the facts I have now related. That 
religion and thofe enjoy ments, which are able 
to ſupport the mind and comfort the heart of a 
ſinner, conſcious of his deſert, when on a dying- 
bed, ate truly folid : but ſuch pleaſures, and 
ſuch poſſeſſions, as vaniſh at the approach of 
death; are not worthy of the names they bear; 
are no other than fleeting ſhadows. This you 
will all find, by experience, in a little time, 
however, fond you may now be of the World, 
or however much you may, for a while, trifle 
with God and eternal thiugs. 'Trife with Go 
Trifle with ETERNAL THINGS! Amazing ſtu- 
pidity, folly, and madneſs! Remember, then, 
ye triflers! that if ever you enjoy true happi- 
neſs, either here or hereafter, you myſt know 
__  . yourſelves, 
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yvourſelves, and believe in Jeſus; you muſt 
love God, and live to his glory. Death will 
teach you the truth of what I now declare: 
but it il. be dreadful to learn it, from the 
pangs of a guilty conſcience, 1 in the e of 
a dying hour! 13 | 
From the preceding account we may alſo 
learn ; That a deep ſenſe of our own depravity 
and unworthineſs, is quite conſiſtent with a 
cheerful confidence in the Lord Redeemer, and 
a joyſul hope of immortal glory. Of this we 
haue a ſtriking inſtance. in the experience of 
our dear, deceaſed Siſter; and, which is infi- 
nitely more, it is abundantiy evident from the 
ſacred writings. No ſaint, that ever lived, had 
a firmer confidence, or a brighter hope, than 
Paul: yet none, I may venturetoaffirm, have 
a deeper ſenſe of their own unworthineſs than 
he had. He conſidered himſelf as the chief of 
finners, and the leaſt of ſaints : nor does it ap- 
pear that he had any hope, except in ſovereign 
mercy. In his invaluable writings, we hear 
him figh and groan under the burden of his 
own corruption; and, at the ſame time, we. 
behold him rejoice, in a ſteady perſuaſion, that 
he Was accepted-s in the Beloved, and an heir of 
immortal bliſs *. Were my eſteemed Friend 
preſent, the loſs of whom we now lament, I 
an fully perſuaded, ſhe would not think Lin- 
jured her character, or under- valued her worth, 
if the heard me call her a miſerable inner; one 
who had no peace in her conſcience, no hope 


Rom. vii. 14—25. e 2, 4. Rom. viii. 1, 
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of eternal "happineſs, but what aroſe from the 
grace of God, as divinely free, and the work 
of Chriſt, as quite complete. Such was the: | 
foundation of her hope, and ſuch muſt yours | 
be, if ever you meet death, with comfort. T0 
livs under an” habitual - conſciouſneſs, that we | 
deſerve to periſh for ever; and at the ſamg time 
to maintain a ſteady perſuaſion, that God accepts 
us in Chriſt, 'acquits us from every charge, and 
will receive us to glory, are the myſtery of the 
life of faith, 1 N [i 
BETORR I e e my diſcourls; I would 
take the liberty of addreſſing my hearers in a 
more particular manner; and, eſpecially, the 
younger part of the audience. It gives me fre- 
quent pleaſure to obſerve, that many young 
perſons attend on the miniſtry of the glorious 
goſpel; and Þ rejoice to ſee ſuch a number pre- 
nt on this occaſion, ' I truſt that a-nobler: - 
em than mere curioſity, has brought you: 
ither at this time. But, if ſo, you will not 
be offended with a free addreſs from the pulpit. 
Nay, I muſt be free: the work in which Jam 
now engaged requires it of me. There is too 
much Rs on to fear, that many of you are ig- 
norant of God, and unacquainted with the ſtate: 
of your ſouls: ſuch I fincerely pity. Others 
there are, I am fully perſuaded, who believe in 
Jeſus and love religion: in the happineſs of | 
ſuch'I greatly rejoice. Give me leave, then, 
to addreſs a few words to each, as your diferent- : 
circumſtances ſeem to require. 5 
ARE there . ſuch among you, my junior > 
friends, as are Enorant of God, and — 
7 ea 


— 


3⁰ THe enniertan TN n.. 
edwinh the flate of your ſouls? Let each of you 


make the enquiry. Aſk at the mouth of con- 
ſcience, and liſten to her impartial dictates. If 
not afleep, or dead, ſhe will ſpeak; and you 
will feel that her words have power. Conſider 
how it ſtands between God and your ſouls, 
What is the object of your warmeſt love? 
What is the ground of your future Hopes, if 

you pretend to have any hope at all; aud what. 
is likely to become of you, when you leave the- 
world? Some of you are, perhaps, ready to ſay, 
It is time enough yet, for us to be con- 
& cerned about our ſouls, Religion is better 
& adapted to riper years, and is the buſineſs: 
« of a more advanced age. We are young, 
healthy, vigorous ; and, probably, have much 
© of our timè to ſpend. ” Youare young, you 


are healthy, it is true ; but—O, that ſtinging 


nr remember you muſt p18; and death is 
a ſolemn event. But why talk of youth, or of 
health? when, let me tell you {and O, that T 
could make the whole, alete world hear!) 
the very next hour, may either elevate you to 
the immortal joys of angels, or plunge you deep 
into the eternal torments of devils. Aſtoniſhing: 
awful thought! enough to chill your blood, 
Will you dare to ſay, then, it is time enough to 
think about your ſouls? Will you ſtill perſiſt 
in it, that you need not yet be concerned about 
religion? Poor deluded creatures ] I pity your 
caſe: I tremble for you. In the hands of an 
angry God you are, and who knows what be 
will do with you? Some of you, 3 may 
* on the Aer warnings I now unn 
when 
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5 when you lie ſtruggling 3 in the agonies of death: 
and then, O, then ! how will it ſting your 
conſciences, if, while you had health and 
ſtrength, you trifled away your time, and for- 
got the important buſineſs of life, till you are 
juſt leaving the world !—Yoy think, it maybe, 
that religion is a, g/oomy thing; that it would 
damp the gaiety of your ſpirits, and unkt you 
prong 5 ial life. This is a common, but great 


miſtake, From what has been juſt related. 


concerning our young, departed Friend, you 
cannot but ſee, that ſhe found it produce the 
reverſe of a gloomy temper: yea, that ſhe found 
it inſpire with. [abs a gaiety of diſpoſit ion, as 
death, even g oy” death could not deſtroy. 
In 8 caſe muſt ſhe have been, when 
ſeiaed by the fatal diſtemper, and when ſhe 
law ber diſſolution at hand, af ſhe had not been 


20qpainted with God, and enjoyed a ſenſe of his 


favour! Her youth, ber beauty, bad the been 
the faireſt of all the daughters of Eve, and her 
agreeable worldly proſpects, what could they 
have done for her? they would have delivered 
ber up to the keeneſt anguiſh, and abandoned 
her to utter lese But, believing in 
Jeſus Chriſt, and having a ſenſe of his love 
warm in ber heart; her proſpects were glori- 
ous, and her end, triumphant. Say not, ps 
that the religion of Jeſus is a gloomy thing: 
and remember, that if ever you be truly happy. 
you muſt be religious. —Nor is the religion, 1 
now OE an unſociabie thing. She 
will not, indeed, ſend you to balls, ki 4: 4 
or maſquerades, in order to contract an ac- 
quaintance 


„ n ennisriAx rRNA . 
qudintance with the children of diffipation, or | 


to meet your -affociates, - No; ſhe being of 
celeſtial origin, deſpiſes ſuch entertainments, as 


mean and low, as ſinful and deviliſn; asentire- 


ly unworthy an immortal mind, that has the 
glory of heaven in view. But he” will lead 
youto the garrets of the poor and the beds of the 
fick, to pity their diſtreſſes and relieve their 
wants. She will bring you to religious aſſem- 
blies, where you ſhall have communion with 
the children of light, and fellowſhip with Jeſus 
Chriſt. Vea, ſhe will lead you tothe ſcriptures. 


and the cloſet, and there introduce you to an au- 


dience with the King Eternal; and finally, ſhe 
will fit you to aſſociate with angels, around the 


throne of the Lamb. Such is her nature, and 


ſuch is her dignity! Where, then, ye young and 
gay; where is your ambition for high life ? for 
here, Iwill venture to ſay, here we have it, in 
the nobleſt ſenſe of the phraſe. For this life, is 
worthy of a rational being; worthy. of an im- 
mortal ſoul; worthy of the chriſtian character; 
nay more, the oracles of heaven call it, THE LITE 
or Gop*®, Conſider: what I ſay, and the Lord 


give you underſtanding i in all things! 


You, my dear young. friends, who believe in 


eſt us and love religion, eſpecially ſuch as are 
members of this community; how ſhall I.ad- _ 
dreſs you? The anſwer is obvious: Watch and 
pray; that, when the heavenly Bridegroom - 


comes, he may find you ready; having your. 


ons: Sirt, and your lamps Pang.” God is, 


\ 
* 


Ul 
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in this event of his providence, loudly calling 
you, to take heed how you ſpend your 
time. Watch therefore; againſt youthful luſts: 
and againſt a light, trifling, carnal ſpirit. Watch, 
diligently, againſt that deteſtable temper, pride 
aud cultivate, with all aſſiduity, that amiable - 
grace, humility. Young perſons are very apt 
to imagine themſelves much wiſer, in the things 
of God, and of greater abilities, than they really 
are. Watch againſt an itch of novelty, both | 
as to doctrines and miniſters. For to gratify 
ſuch an inclination, is the way never to be eſ- 
tabliſhed in your judgment“; never to enjoy 
ſolid peace in your minds. Watch againſt a 
dull formality, in the performance of devotional 
duties; and take heed that you do not make the 
religious conduct of cold, lifeleſs profeſſors, 
vhoever they be, a pattern for your imitation. 
Watch, then, for ye know not but the time of 
your departure may be at hand. 
Wuar ſhall I fay to my ſenior friends? Do 
you 4now the Lord? Be thankful, then; be 
ye alſo watchful. Watch, eſpecially, againſt 
worldly-mindedneſs. Remember who it is 
that ſays; Take heed, and beware of covetouſ- 
neſs f. See to it, while diligent in your lawful, 
civil employments, that you do not ſuffer the 
hurries of buſineſs to incroach on the time, 
which ought to be devoted to God and com- 
munion with him. Waten againſt a lukewarm 
frame of mind; into which older profeſſors are 
ſo ready to fall, though it be an abomination to 


* 2 Tim. iv. 3 4 Luke xii. 15. 
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© the Lord®. Take heed that you do not ſium · 


ber and ſleep, while the Bridegroom tarries; 


for if you do, the midnight - ry may greatly 


alarm you +. But, ſuch 1s our propenſity to a 
drowſy frame of mind, that we have need of 


| the warnings of God, in his word; of the 
warnings of God, in his providence ; and, above 


all, of the Divine Spirit's agency, to keep us 


awake. Remember, my brethren, that, in pro- 


portion to your ſuperior” knowledge of divine 
things, and your longer ſtanding in the church 
of God, you ought to be examplesto the young= 


er members of this chriſtian ſfociety—exatnples, 


in the exerciſe of every holy temper, and in 


the performance of every commendable deed. 


This, let me tell you, your age and character 
require. | e 

PrRHA s there may be ſome of my hearers, 
that are paſt the meridian of life, and far ad- 


vanced in years: whoſe time, and ſtrength, and 
carte, are fo engroſſed by the world, that they 
can ſcarcely ſpare a ſingle hour in a week, to 


examine the ſtate of their ſouls, to read the 
holy word, or to converſe with God in prayer; 
but live, as though the great buſineſs of life 
were, to raiſe their families in the world, and 


to die rich. But why, O ye plodding ſons of 


induſtry ! & why all this toil for triumphs of 


an hour? What though ye wade in wealth, 


$ or ſoar in fame;“ it will all quickly end in, 
HRE HE Lies." Why, then, ſhould you 


ſeek your happineſs, in loading yourſelves with 
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thick clay , or ſo carefully worſhip at the ſhrine 
of Mammon? Such a conduct, as one poeti- 
cally expreſſes it, is guilt's blunder, and 
* the loudeſt laugh of hell.“ To ſee the 
generality of youth, vain, and giddy, and for- 
getful of eternal things, is awful; but, to ſee 
grey- hairs playing the fool, is ſhocking indeed! 
It is like detecting a convict, in the commiſſion 
of a capital crime, when under the gallows.— 
Nor is the guilt leſs, though the conduct be 
different, if, inſtead of ſeeking ſatisfaction in 
riches, you ſeek it in the ways of prodigality 
and ſenſual gratifications. For, ſuch being 
your courſe of life, you are ſure to periſh, if 
you die in your preſent condition. May God 
awaken your ſleepy conſciences! May omni- 
potent grace deliver your wretched ſouls, from 


- 
1 


r ett on dnt He” 
_ I ﬆALL now conclude, with a word to the 
ſurviving parents of our deceaſed Siſter. When 
1-conſider your preſent affliction, my honoured 
Friends, as having loſt an amiable Daughter, a 
dear and an only child, juſt arriving at a ſtate 
of maturity; I canuot but feel fot you; aud. 
I dare fay, there are few, in this numerous aſ- 
ſembly, Who do not tympathize with, you. It | 
is really a cutting ſtroke, and the hand of 
God is heavy upon you. But He is an uncon- 
troulable Sovereign, and muſt be obeyed. —Yet, 

when I confider what mercy is mixed with 

judgment; what reaſon you have to conclude, 
that God has taken your Daughter to himfelf— 


„ Habb.ii. 6. + Night-Thoughts. | 
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taken her to the enjoyment of infinite bliſs and 
eternal honour, I fincerely rejoice: and here, 
let me tell you, chriſtianity bids yg rejoice. 
While you mourn, therefore, and cannot but 
mourn, as parents, you are called to rejoice, 
as chriſtians. Permit me no to remind you, 
that as a time of affliction is a proper ſeaſon for 
ſelf. examination; ſo it behoves you to conſider 
well, how it is with your ſouls. Are you ready 
for death, and fit for glory? Is Jeſus precio 
and are the ways of holineſs delightful, to you 
Be careful, that you ſuffer not an enſnaring 
world to have your affections. Diligently 
watch, leſt the hurries of trade ſhould intrude 
on the conſecrated bour, the precious moments, 
which ought to be ſacred to retirement and an 
ors with God. Remember, that the 
Moſt High is ſpeaking to you, by this diſpen- 
ſation ; that he ſpeaks in very _— — 
and with a peculiar emphaſis. 
the rad, and who hath ap — * — ou 
improve by it, — — 
And may you be enabled, in the hrely exerciſe 
of faith and hope, to be looking and longin 
for that happy hour, when you ſhall meet wit 
Ff whoſe death you now lament, in-the fealms 
ee mother 
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How: FA is that Gan 7 life which i is 44. 
lotted to man upon earth! He enters into ex- 


iſtence, juſt looks around him in the world, and 
then goes down. to the grave, What a pro- 
miſcupus multitude inhabit. theſe. gloomy re- 
gions ! The hoary fire, and the — 557 of days; 
the haughty tyrant, and the abject ſlave ; the 
rich, and the poor; the prince, = the peaſant, 
he undiſtinguithed 3 in the duſt of death. All 
the paſt generations of men have left our world, 
and are entered into an awful, a boundleſs eter- 
nity; and all that now Ge. are making 
ſwift advances to the ſame eterpal ſtate.. 
Non is the life which we here live, ſhort as 
it is, free from pains and ſorrows. No; man 
that 1s born a woman, is but of few days, and 
full of trouble. Many are the pains which af- 
flict the body; many are the ſorrows which af- 
C 3 fect 
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fect the mind. This we know; this we feel: 
nor can all the enjoyments of the preſent world 
deliver us from them. * 
Bor whence all theſe pains and troubles? 

whence all theſe ſufferings and forrows ? The 
anſwer is ready: The inhabitants of our world 
are a rebellious province of God's dominion. We 
have all ſinned againſt our Maker: we have all 
offended our eternal Sovereign. Having loſt, by 
tranſgreſſion, the fair image of our Creator, we 


are deformed and filthy; we wear the foul fea- 


| tures of that apoſtate ſpirit, who was the firſt 


enemy to God, and whodelights in our deſtruc- 
tion. Hence it is, that pains and ſorrows at- 
tend: hence it is, that mortality and death enſue. 


Hur, are the troubles of the preſent life the 
only evils we have to fear? No; far, very far 
from it. The moſt awful evil is yet behind. 


When we conſider ourſelves as finners, as of- 


fenders againſt the infinite God; we behold, in 


the page of divine revelation, the ſentence of 


-everlaſting death gone out againſt us. Yes, my 
_fellow-mortals, conſidered as tranſgreſſors, we 


are under a divine curſe, and obnoxious to eter- 
nal wrath, For thus it is written, in that ſa- 
cred Volume by which the world ſhall be judg- 
ed; The wages of fin is death; even everlaſting 
deftruction, from the preſence of the Lord and from 


' theglory of his power. Hear, O hear the ſolemn 


> _ 


— 


truth, ye that ſurround this gaping tomb! 
How miſerable, then, is man, when viewed 
as a ſinner! Expoſed to a thouſand pains and ſor- 
rows, both of body and mind, in the 8 2 
5 , RS ate 
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ſtate, and to everlaſtin g miſery in a future world! 
Once, indeed, in his primitive ſtate, he was the 
glory of this lower creation; he bore his Maker's 


| image, he ſhone with moral excellence, enu 24 


in Jehovah' $ favour, and was all immortal. 
now, alas! he is reduced to the greateſt: Ee 
and the deepeſt diſgrace. Even when on the 
ſummit of worldly glory, he claims kindred with 
creeping. things with duſt and putrefaction. 
Weare all obliged to ſay to corruption, Thou art our .. 
father; and to the worm, Thou art our fler. The 


human frame, however ſpri btly and yigorous, 


in a time of youth and health, is the predeſti- - 


nated food of ſordid inſects, 8 will fon riot 
upon it; while the immortal ſoul, if not re- 
newed by divine grace, is conſigned over to 
everlaſting torment. Such is the deſert, and 
ſuch is the end of man, conſidered. as a ſinner! 
1s there, then, no hope for us ? Is there no- 
thing but the abhorred putrefaction of a grave, 
and the tremendous puniſhment of hell, to be 
apprehended, or expected, by us? The goſpel 
of divine grace, is the only thing that can fur- 
niſh an anſwer to this important and ſolicitous 
enquiry. By this glorious truth, however, we 
are a red, on the authority of God himſelf, 
that he who dies in the Lord, is bleſſed ; bdleſſed 
indeed; and bleſſed for ever. Ves, the word 
of peace informs us, that whoever believes in 
Jeſus, though he muſt die a natural death like 
other men; yet he ſhall be ſecure from the 


ſtorm of 3 wrath, and happy in the enjoy- 
ment of God. re 


„ WW | 
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Wirn this, the dear Jeecaſe was well ac- 

_ + oy ſhe knew, and in this the glo- 

loried in this heavenly truth, 

p "Riſeaſe wp faſtened on her vitals, and 
when death was near at hand. She knew, in- 
deed, and freely confeſſed, that ſhe was a guilty, 

s miſerable, helpleſs creature that the defetved 
to periſh for ever; but her faith being fixed on 
Fefus, her hope was lively, and big with im- 
mortal glory. This proſpect calmed her fears 
and gladdened her nat: : this proſpect ilded 
the awful ſolemnities of a dying bed, and ſhed 
a beam of joy through all her foul. Such were 

her views, of the work of Chriſt and her inte- 

reſt in it, of immortal bliſs and her right to 
enjoy it; that ſhe was entirely refigned 1 to the 
will of God entirely reſigned to the ſtroke of 
death. © She was willing to give up her earthly 

all, #nowing that ſhe had in herven & better, and 
more enduring ſubſtance. And'now the is gone; 

Sone, we are firmly perſuaded, to behold the 
| 80 of Chriſt, and to enjoy the fulneſs of 

N Her immortal ſpirit has taken its flight, 
into thoſe manſions of light and love, into thoſe 
habitations of glory and joy; where ſin and 
ſorrow, where diſeaſe and death, ſhall never 
enter. Cheering reflection this, to weeping 

Parents and — Friends! Bleſſed, then. 

for ever bleſſed are the dead that dle in the Lord: 

for they reſt from their favours, and their works 5 

Follow them. © 

. Svcn being the en#. of 67 departed Siſter, 
no one we prſet can fotbear to yin in the ardent 
. with; 
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with; Let me uin Ihe death of the'vig hrevn,; 1 
I wy ene he hr) Bis iow ei N 
die the death, take heed that the if of 
the righteous: And what is s life? It fl in 
ſhort, a life of faith on * 
dience'to God. —It is a life of faith om Jeſus. For 
it is written, The ju, the truly tigutebus man, 


* — 1 HY 


foall live by faith." He lives on heavenly breads = 


on more than angels food; for he eats the feſt 
and he drmks the blood of the Son of nan. He 
that eateth Me, ſhall live by Me, ſays the Saviour 
of the world. In the grand article of accept - 
ance with God, the obedience” and blood of 
Jeſus ate all in al, with him that is righteous 
in the eſtimate of heaven Hence only, his 
peace of conſcience; hence only, his of 
glory. — The life of the righteous, is alſo a life 
of obedrence to God, Faith in the great Redeem- 
er produces love to God; and this heavenly- 
affection manifeſts itſelf in obedience to the di- 
vine commands. In -vaith then, do any pro- 
tend to love the goſpel, whieh/proclaims peace; 
while they reject the provept, a wn 3 
obedien ce. ns 
Is ſuch the life of the —— Do you, 
then, live this life? How is it between God 
and mn fouls? With all — _—_y _ 
a corpſe and a e can inſpire, and in t 
| name af that Soni berge v wi n 
rend this vault and raiſe its dead, aſcend the 


tribunal and judge the world, L again aſk';\How 


rs it between God and your ſows ? Remember, 
my friends, it is * e oF the laſt irapoe- N 


tance; ; 
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tance ; nor can you forget, that the occaſion of 
our being now aſſembled, and the place where 
we now ſtand, give it a peculiar emphaſis, and 
loudly demand an anſwer from you. Let te- 
flection operate: let conſcience ſpeak. Ho] 
is it with you, my younger friends? Vou can- 
not forget who it is that ſays; Remember thy 
Crxrator in the days of thy youth. Some of you, 
I am perſuaded, know the Lord, and are the 
ſubjects of divine grace. Such of you, I can- 
not forbear to congratulate. Ve are wiſe, ye 
are ſafe, ye are happy; and I ſincerely rejoice 
in your felicity. But give me leave, at the 
mouth of this tomb, to exhort and charge you 
. to be watchful. e youthful lui. Be much 
in prayer. Endeavour to live near to God, and 
| -4 walk as on the brink of the grave. I am afraid, 
however, there are many among you, that have 
but little concern about your ſouls. Perhaps, 
ſome of you may be promiſing yourſelves long 
life and happy days ia the world; and think it 
quite ſoon enough, ſor ſuch as you, to be con- 
cerned about a future ſtate. O, the inexpreſ- 
ſible folly and madneſs of fuch ! Remember, 
and be confounded, ye poor unthinking mor- 
. tals! remember the age of the dear Deceaſed, 
- Which ſtands marked on the coffin !. She alſo 
Was a young perſon, juſt entered on her 7wen- 
ty-firft year; in the very prime of life and vi- 
Sour of her days. O then, let the young and 
the gay, the giddy and the thoughtleſs, grow 
; ſerious here! Let the enemies of God and the 
ſeryants of fin tremble to think, that they alſo, 
FLY | 8 ere 
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ere long, muſt die muſt appear before Gop 
in judgment. May the Great Arbiter of life 
and death awaken your ar ſouls, and 8 
{you from eternal run! | 
In this aſſembly, no doubt, thereare . in 
a more advanced ſtage of life, whoſe time is al- 
moſt entirely engroſſed by the cares and buſi- 
neſcs of this mortal ſtate Such who have ſpent 
forty, or fifty, or ſixty years in the world; but 
have been ſo immerſed in its pleaſures, or cares, 
that they have ſeldom thought about cultivating 
1. correſpondence with — and have lived, 
ſtrangers to the important contents of the Bi- 
' ble—ſtrangers to the devout exerciſes of the 
cloſet—ſtrangers to their own hearts and 
ſtrangers to the character of God. An awful 
caſe yours! Hear, then, O ye children of this 
pred hear and conſider: that ſolemn interro- 
gatory, which proceeds. from the mouth of the 
compaſſionate Jeſus : Il hat will-it profit. a man, 
1 oY he gain the whole world and loſe his ſoul? 
War, now, ſhall L ſay to you that appear 
as mourners, on the ſolemn occaſion? Ve are, 
I perceive, ſeveral of you ſervants in the family 
of my deceaſed Siſter. Ve have ſeen an amia- 
ble branch of that family, in which you reſide, 
cut down by the relentleſs hand of death. Ye 
have had a ſtriking evidence, that neither youth, 
nor beauty, nor pleaſing worldly. proſpects, can 
ſcreen from the attacks of pale, putrid, mortal 
diſeaſe ; or deliver out of the hands of our laſt _ 
enemy. What ſhall I ſay? Ye have heard, 
from the * of a dying ft, what a glorious 


ſupport 
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ſupport the e affords a believer, in th 
"maſt trying hour; and hat # proſpect it © 
to the feat chriſtian, of à blifsfeF1mmortality. 


Ves, ye have ſeen, that the grace of God and 


the golpet of Chriſt, infpire with courage and 


elevate with joy, when all that the world can 
afford is not able to yield the leaſt ſupport; 
even when life itſelf is expifing. What think 
you now of religion? What think you now of | 
dying! Remember, this event has a voice to you': 
and what is its import? Why it cries, yea, it 
cries iti your ears; Bt ys ALSO READY. 
To conclude : As our departed Siſter was 
the only daughter, the dear and only child, of 
her furviving parents; does not this event in- 
form us all, By what a precarious tenure we 
Hold our deareſt earthly comforts ! Moſt cer- 
tainly, The language of a Sovereign God, in 
fach diſpenſations, is; Be ready to give up 
* your deareſt enjoyments, whenever I ſhall 
C call for them. Be STILE, AND KNOW THAT 
« Fam JEHOVAH AND WILL BE oBEYED.”” 
— But though it be à cutting ſtroke, to part 
with art only child, in the very prime of life; 
yet if, as in the caſe before us, the ſurviving pa- 
rents have reaſon to conclude, that their child 
is gone to glory, it is a noble alleviation of the 
. great affliction. The thought of that bound. 
Iefs bliſs cheers the mournin oth and chides 
the flowing tear, of the chriflian parent. And 
though the bodies of the ſaints oe reduced to 
deep difhonour, when laid in the dreary ſepul- 
chre; — that Gixrace is but * | 
tne 


- 
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the. time is coming, when all the dihonours 
they have ſuffered in the grave ſhall be wiped 
away for ever. Reſt, ow. ye dear remains 
of the amiable Deceaſed; reſt undiſturbed, till 
the morning of the reſurrection Then ye ſhall 
be raiſed, re- animated, and formed like the glo- 
rious body. of the aſcended Redeemer j bright, 
as the wings of angels, and eps as the BP 
exerlaſting inheritance. 
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